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e Friendly Agreement 


© -watersof bitterneſs, and ftrife ; 7170 the Fountainof the 


the great Deeps of Atheiſm; and Fanaticiſm, that are broken 
up upon us. %% et 3 5 
* d now, tq.damme up ti It our ce. of mi 5 efs, by te- 
ming the Mr 48 L et en, and Re- 
Iigion, is the molt ſtaſonable ſervice that can he done unto 
both; ſince hereby, Religion will be reſcued from the impi- 
aus accuſation of its being groundleſs; and imaginary: And 
Reaſon allo defended, againſt the unjuſt charge of thoſe, that 
would make this beam f God, prophane, and irreligious. 


This ſhall endeavour at this time; and I think it proper 
wor 


k for the occaſion,. now chat I have an opportunity. of 
peaking to Te Reverend Fathers,and Brethren of the Clergy; 
For tis fromthe Pulpit, Religion hath received thoſe wounds 
through the idri'of Reuſon; I do not ij, and I do not think; 
It hath from yours; But we know, that indiſcreer, and hot 
Preachers that had entertain'd vain, and anreaſonable 'Do- 
Arines, which they had made an intereſt, and the badger of a 
pariy : perceiving that their ar ling opinions could not fund, 
if Reaſon, their enemy, were not diſcreuiied; They fer up 
a loud cry againſt Rraſon, as the great adverſary of fret. 
Grace, and Faith, and zealouſly endeavoured to run it down, 
under che miſapplied names of Vun Philoſophy, Carnal Rea- - 
_ fening, and the wiſdom of this world: And what hath been 
che Iflue of thoſe canrings, we have ſadly ſeen, and feli. 
So that, Tthink tis vom the duty of all fober, and reaſonable 
men to riſe up againſt this ſpirit of Folly, and infatuation: 
and ſome thing 1 ſhall attempt at preſent, by-ſhewing, that 
Reaſon is very {erviceable to Religton ; and Relt on 
very friendly to Reaſon ; both which are included in theſe 
words of the. Apoſtle, EE 
WHICH. Is YOUR REASONABLE 
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Ne had proved in the preceding = r of this 7 piſtle, That 
the Goſpel was the only way of bappineſs, and here, he enters 
upon the applicition ot this Doctrine, and affetionarcly ex- 
hotts his R, to conform themſelves unto It. 1. beſerch 
you therefore Brethren by the mercies of God, that you. preſent 
your bodies: By which no doubt he means, their whole per- 
ſons, For they are to be a living ſacrifice 31. Living; in o 
poſition to the dead. ſetvices of the Ceremonial Law; 7 
acetprablt umo G; in oppoſition to thoſe lege perfor- 
mancts, that had no intrin 1 goodneſs in them, and were 
not acceptable nom that their ne was determined. And 
the motives whereby he enforceth his exhortation are theſe 
wwe, vis," The Mercies of G D, Which thE:G1/pel)hach 
brought, and propounded; 7 beſerch yen Brethren. by, the 
mercies of Cd; And the eee of the thing it l elf 
h is your Reaſonable 


that he urgeth them to,. 

Servi „e e IE I | 

My buſineſs is with this latter, and ] inſet from it: 
That Religion is areaſonable thing. 


IN treating of: this Prepeſitiem 3 ſhall 
(I.) Stat what 7 mean by Religion,and what by Reaſon. 
(11) 7 ſhall demonſtrate their harminy, and agreement,  . 
(TIL. }/ndeavear to: diſable the main Objeit ions. that are 
alledged againſs the uſe of Reaſon, in the affairs of Faith, And 
(IV. Improve all by ſome Inferences, and Advices. 


IO BEGIN wich the firſt, the ſettling the 4fiin&# 
No ions of Religion, and Reaſon. We know there is not i t | 
in any matter of enquiry, or debate that can be diſcovered, 
or determined till the Terms of the QAueſtion are explained, 
xealiori-of l great part of thoſe Confaſons we find in 

"es , and particularly moſt of "y Clamonrs, that have | 
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dees 010 a . Laſer i 
while graendleſb opinions, 401 3 paler are 
7489 an the one: ue and val imaginazi- 


f. +T Reg or . fc 22 is 3 to * Religion, 
Therefore, in order ro agreemens between 
trac Religion, and > hg Rea «ſon, why Fort wich all that cle ar- 
| 2 — r the ju t meaning of the one, and of 
0 


a FOR 1 the. name _— Binding, and 
fo iniports dag 3 and all 45 is compriſed under theſe two 
Generals, Worſbip, and — 3 Worſhip comprehends all our 
ates towards God , Virtue all thoſe, that relate roour-Netgh- 
bowr, or our ſelves. Religion then primarily conſiſts in theſe, 
; which are the "ſum of the Lam, and the abe But duty 
cC̃unnot be-petformed; without bwowledee; and Print 
3 ples there muſt be, char muſt alrect t _ Praffices ; And 
thoſe that diſcover, nd dived men in thoſe aitions of 'duty, 
are called Principles of Religion, Theſe are of two ſorts, 
Some are C1.) Fundamental, and Eſſential; others 
35 acceſſory and a "ſing. Fundamental is a Metaphor taken 
x the for 2 a building j which che \# «brick 
ſtands, and withourwhich; it mult HHk to the ground: So 
that Fundamental Principles are ſuch, as are ſuppoſed to the 
_ Sutter of Religion; one or more; and ſoch as are aueh 
imeceſſaryro the per for vane of them 2 78 * Of this ſort 
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! is veceſſary to che Duties * Prayers 


(w. ) That there in 9ozal Good, and Evil: With 
out thi there can be no Charity, Humility, Futtice, Purliy ; 


or the reſt. 198 5 


Theſe Pr Jews ſay are Fundamentals of Religion, for 
ELL 2 . on them, There are ozherc, which 
are not ſo 4b nh . as theſe, but yet very incou- 
wid and 2 3 I reckon Fear here alſo: Vis. 


(x, JTH AT God wil d ., if we repen 
(2.) THA he will aſ5iſft us, if we Indeavour. 
.) HA he will accept of Services that are impoſed, 

if 1 they 878 fioceke. 5 


1. 


5 N to what we have done in thi. 


Thi I count to be the ferme of Zuligles general: and | 
Chriflanity takes in ad thole Duties; and al the Principles 5 
|  Wivancing: the Daiies to nobler meaſures 3 and 3 1 

then by new weriver,” and aſrifancer, and ſuperadding tua 

er inſtances, ne, and t > Lords Supper. Andi the 
rinciples, It confixms theſe of. natural Religion; and ex- 
News tf . further, and diſcovers ſome few ne ones; And 
ut hee, bort jof the former; "and the latter ſort, are contained 
wie Creed. Here are all the Fundamentals of Zel/g/- - 
, and the main ume en es alſo. AA cal owing 
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(4. ) THAT hewill reward, or puniſh, u ee, world 8 


z yet thoſe are on! Articles. of Cu on, 
bſolutely {fe fal b ation. And i 155 5 
beyorid the Cree# for che Eſſentials of Fah who can tell 
&' == we ſhall ſtop? The ſummt i, Religion primarily is 
Dsy; And duty is 40 that which God hach emen rd to 
be done by his Word, or our Reaſons; and we have the ſub- 
= an of ib dſe in abe Cot mandments: Neligien alſo in a 
B | ſernder) ſenſe conſiſts in ſome Priveiples relating tothe Mor- 
pip of God, and of his Son, in the ways of devout, and 
and theſe are compriſed 1 in that ad ot 


| Virinows living 3 


Jbl ta e be: Religion; and thit Relights L hall: prove 
3 8 to de reaſenable: But 1 cannot undertake for all the ee 

ſome men ate pleaſed to ball 071hodox 5 nar for. all ebo[e that 
1 by many pri vate rſons, and ſome Churches are counted 
>. efſential Articles ol, Faith, and Sau b Thus k baue ſtated 
1 | WR I 3 by Religion. N nne 


B - 'T H E O THER ching to be derermined,and fei ful 
0 proper Notion of Reaſon. 

For this you may pleaſe to confider,ghat Rafe on is ſometimcs 
: taken for Reaſon i in the Facalty „which is the Underſtanding ; 
3 _* andatother times, for Reaſon in the objeft, which conſiſts in 
|  - . thoſe Prisciples an Concluſions by which the under ſtandiig is 
1 informed, 7 his latter is meant inthe diſpute concerning the 4 
5 or diſagreement of Reuſon, and Religion, Ane Realen 
ſe,istheſame with nataral tr wh,which] ſaid is 
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. That a bing cannot be, and not be. | | 
That the whole i greater than any of its parts, And ſuch 
like others, which are unto Ms, what inſtini* are to other 
Creatures. Theſe I call the Principles of Reaſon, The Con- 
claſiens ate thoſe other notices, that are inferred r/gbth from 
theſe 3 and by their belp from the obſervations of ſeuſe; And 
the reworef# that can be conceived, of all theſe, if it be / igli- 
ly inferres from the Principles of Reaſon, or duly circumſtan- 
tiased ſenſe, is as well to be reckoned a part, and branch of 
Reaſon as the more immediate concluſions, that are principles 
in reſpect of theſe diſtant traths, And thus I have given an 
account alſo of the proper notion, and nature of Reaſon. 


I AMtoſhew next (3. ) (That Religion is reaſona- 
ble; and this ler two things, vis. That Reaſon i 4 friend 
1% Religion 3 and that Religion is ſo to Reaſon, From theſe 
two, reſults their correſpondence, and greement. 

T begin with the FIRST: and bereI might eaſily ſhew 
the great congrnity that there is between that /ight, and thoſe 
296 that God hart 
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or -ſuch as (2) are formal Articles of it, Of the firſt ſore. 
are; The Being of a God ; andthe Authority of the Scripture. 
And of the. ſecond, ſuch as are expre{ſely declared by divine 
Teftimonys As the Aitribuiet of God the Incarnation of his 
Son, and {uch like. . W N 
(1. ) For the former they are proved by Reaſon, and by: 
reaſon only, The others we ſhall conſider after. . oy 
* (1.) That the Being of 4 God, the foundation of all, is 
proued by reaſon, the Apoſtle acknowledgeth, when he ſaith, 
That what was 10 be known of God, was manijeſt ; and to the 
RAeathen, Rom. I. XIX. and he adds, ver. XX, That the in vi- 
ſible things from the Creation .of the World, are. clearly ſeep, 
being under ſtood by the things that are made. And the Royal 
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ſecurity that the Revelation is true, till we are aſſured it is 
from Cod; or from ſome Commiſsioned by bim. The knuow- 
ledge of his Being therefore, muſt precede our Faith in Rewe- 
lation; and ſe cannot be deduced from. it. Thus Reaſon be- 
friends Religion by laying its corner ſtone. 
And the next to this is the other Principle mentioned. 
l.) The divine Authority of Scripture, This allo is to 
be proved by reaſon, and only by Ir. The: great argument for 
the trotbof Scripture is the Teſtimony of the Spirit in the mi- 
racles wrought by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, Our Saviour 
himſelf uſeth th argument to gain credit to his Doctrines, 
Believe me for the works ſake ; The works that I do bear teſti- 
ftimony of me; and if I had not done among them the works 
that no other man did they had had us fin, Joh. 15.24 And 
the Apqtles continually urge h great miracle, the Reſur- 
reftion of Clxiſt from the dead for the conviction both of the : 
Fews, and Gewtiles, That he was the Son of Gd; and his 
Doctrints true. Now Miracles are an Argament to our Rea- 
ſons, and we reeſon from them thus: Miracles are Gods Seal, 
and they are wronght by hi Power;; and He is irae, and good, 
and would not lend gheſe to Impoſteurs to cheat, and abuſe 
mankind, Therefore whoever works real miracles ſor the 1 
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is the Word of . b Old ran irmed by 
bat. Thus Reaſon proves the Divine Autherd: fof Scripture: 
and thoſe other Arguments that uſe to he produced for it, 
from 115 fyle, and Its inſinenct upon the'Saulrof men; from 
the Wera of its deigu; and the Providence of God in 
preſ erving it 3 arc of the ſame fort, though not of the ſame . 
th. Reaſon then proves the Seriprures 3 and ib on 
at theyare from G o, is not i ia ately b ſenſe; 
= rds no diſtinct Reualatiom that is cerrain, an 4 2 
bie to aſſore us of it; and ſo Reaſon quly remains to d ö 
ffrate ibi other Fundamental Article, 

Theſe two great Truths, The Exiſtence of Gui; and Aa- 
therity Scripture, are the firſt in our Religion; and they 
are ee of ee and Foonduions of Fallb. Thus 
briefly. of . eile of Religlon that are Fundamen- 
N 1 Wer v Y Reef] CY en. 
raving" ating my my nene * 
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< 17 h — is mera AY and evil; 's diſcoverable by 
Reaſon, as well as Scripture, For theſe are Reaſons Mdxims ; 
That every bing i made for an end and every bung i di. 
e 6c y certain Rules s Theſe Rules in Creatures of 
wnder/ta1 | and aboife, are wy 5 and the an ne 
eſs 1, and . 

( 3.) The imertaliig of our Bols is plain in Scripaure, 
Keaſom proves it, by ſhewing the S piritsality of our u. 
ures; 1 my 40 it doch from the nutwre of Senſe 3 and our 
| peel Beings, and Univerſals',"Of Logical, 


J. | 4 ematical ' Notions 4 From our com- 
ding Fx Yori z and drawing Concluſions from them; 
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chat it can do W is to aſſert, aud make 3 eredibilly,. 
and truth of the Teſtimonies that relate 1 matters: and 
that it doch in the en caſe, proving the Authority of Scri- 
ptore; and thereby in a remoter way, It demon dae all the 
Myſteries of Faith, which the diving Oracle: immediately dil. 
cover. And it is no more difparagement to our Reeſons, that 
they cannot evince thoſe Sacred Articles by their own #naided 
force, than ĩt is a diſgrace unte them, that they cannot know 
that there ate ſuch things, as Colours, | A the help of 
our eyes; or that there are Sounds, without the facutcy of 
 -bearirg. And if Reaſon muſt be called d upon this ac- 
count, becauſe it cannot know of it ſelf ſuch things, as be- 
Jong to Teſtimony to diſcover 3 the be eyes in the World may 
be ſo aceounted allo, becauſę they are not ſagciowe enough 
to ſee ſaunds ; and the beſt Pala dul, and dead, becauſe ir 
cannot tafte the Sun-beame,... ", |, 
hor 1 Thave aig, that Reaſon, cannot of it fell, im- 
prov e the truths of pure: e Yer (1. ) it 
hortty. of the 2 that de- 


* . them : * by 8 way proves. even theſe Artic 1f ti 
5 (11. J That alon defends 
gof faith and Ke d.for th 


| ou o take notice; that. there are ame ways, | 
w by. any t ing may be defended, viz. Either (.) By 
| cnt the manner how the thing is 3 or, ifthat cannot be 
2 by Genie ( 2 M Thar it 2 2 to be — though 
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between Reaſon and Religion. 13 
wy : But it another denies the converſion of Aaron's rod" 
ivtoaSerfent; upon the ſame account, of the anconcetoi- 
bleneſs of the manner, how it was done; this cannot indeed 
be defended the former way : Put then it may, by.:repreſent- 
ing that the power of God is inſnite; and can eaſily do what 
we cannot comprehend, how it is effected; and that we ought 
to belle vt upon the creditof the Teftimony ( that being well 
proved to us) though the manner of this miraculous per- 
formance, and ſuch others as it relates, be #wnknowsn: And as 
it is in this laſt caſe, ſo it is in all the myſteries of Faith, and 
Religion; . per nA defend them indeed the firſt way: 
But then it doth the ſecond. by ſhewing, that the Divine Na- 
ture is b e and or Conceptions very ſhallow,” and finite 
that tis therefore very unreaſonable in us to indeavour to pry 
into the ſeerets of his Being, and actions and to think * 
we can weaſare, and comprehend them: That we know not 
the Eſſence, and ways of acting of the moſt» ordinary; and 
obi things of Natare, and there fore muſt. not expect * 
throughly to underſtand the deeper things of-God'; That God 
hath revealed thoſe. holy Myſteries unto us; and that tis the 
higheſt reaſon in the world to believe, That what He ſaith is 
true, though we do not kuow how theſe things are. Theſe are 
all conſiderations of Reaſen, and by the propoſal of them, it 
ſufficiently deftnds all the Myſteries, that can be proved to be 
— — Volumnz and ſhews that they ought to 
be receiued by us, though they cannot be comprehended, Thus 
if any one ſhould ask me, How the Diuine Nature. u united to 
the Humane? and declare himſelf unwilling to believe the 
Anicle till he could be ſatisfied bow 5 My anſwer would be 
inſhott, That i canne tel; and yet I believe it is ſos and 
he ought to believe-the ſame, upon the credit of the Teſti- 
02), though we are both ignorant of the manner. And I 


would ſuggeſt, tliat we believe: innumer able things upon the 


do 
not 


evidence of: our ſenſes; whoſe nature, and properties we 
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nor know, Hep . . of » water * and how the 
| wings are, we do en doabs: And why, 
faiths Rinſe, ſbould we not believe Gods revelation of things 
we tannot comprehend. ; as well as we do our ſenſes —— 
matters as little underſtaod by us? 'Tis no doubt reaſonable 
that we ſbeuld, and by proving it is ſe, Reaſon defends all the 
propoſitions of Faith, and Religion. And when ſome of Theſe 
are ſaid to be Aleve ref, no more is meant, than that 
Reaſon cannot conceive how thoſe things are; and in bat ſenſe 
of the affairs of nture are above it too. 
I have . how b Regſon 1 10 5 


I am next to Proves 


cn. 3 That Religion veleiends it : and bere l 1 
ſame teſtimonies from the holy Oracles to make tha 
and in then we ſhall ſee, how G0 D himſelf, knd 
ano 455 and his Apo STLES, do own, and ac- 


I confider then that G 0 D, iſe. 1.10. calls the — 

lraclires to reaſun with him: 3 Come naw, and let ms reaſon to- 
41 the Lord; and by reaſem he convinceth the 

ple 5 of 1deflr,) lſa 449. And he expoliniares 

withtheir poi i Ezek. 18. 2 5 will ye dit ye beuſe of 

my A 6. 2. 0 8 eople we beve are unto 


Faid, PE 77 75 You —— — "in wy vineyard; . ure 
net my ways equal f and are nat your ways . In iba he 


intimates the 8 _ on to ne gre the 25 
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between Reaſon and Religion; iy 
2 things thet are Gods ; implying the ability 
of their Reaſons to diſtinguiſh between the things, that 
belonged to God, and thote, that appertained to Cæſar. 
And he in divers places argues from the Principles, and 
_ _ . Topicks of Redſon,” From that which we call, 4 Major? 
«& Minu, from the greater to the leſs, ohn 13. 14. He 
ſhews it to be the duty of his Diſciples to ſerve their 

- brethren in the weaneſt Offices, and to waſb one another 

feet, becauſe he had — — theirs, Ver. 14. inforcing 

it by b conſiueration of reaſon ; for the Servant is not 

greater than his Lord; Ver. 16, and uſeth the ſame, 
John 15. 20. to ſhew, that they muſt expect perſecution, : 
becauſe He, their Lord, was perſecuted, And Laute 12. 

23. He endeavours: to take them off from tarking care 

and ſoliciiada about Meat, and Rayment, by this conſidera- 

tion from reaſon, that the Life it more than Meat, and the 

Body than Raiment z intimating that God having given 

them the greater, there was no doubt, bur he would be- 

Row the leſs, which was neceſſary for the preſervation of 

that. To theſe inſtances I add ſome few from the To- 
pick A Minort ad Majas, from the leſt to the greater, in 

the arguings of our Sapiour. Thus Mat.7.11, If ye be- 

ing evil. How bow 10 give good gifts 10 your Children, 
bow. much more ſhall. your Father which « in heaven give 
goed: things ro thoſe that t him ? The ground of the 
Conſequence is this Principle of Reaſon, That God is more 
benign, and gr acions than the tenderet, and moſt aff efti- | 
enate of our. earthly Parents, So Lott 12.21. He argues, 
that God will provide for %, becauſe he doth for the 
Ravens, ſince we are better than they; How much more 
are jt bener chan % Fowles'? Which arguing ſuppeſetb 
his Principle of Ridſow; that that wiſdom, und goodneſs 


Ad d ebe e ee eee eee , _— — 2 r 0 c : 
- ” 


— * AS E Fx ' 1 
gu 2 ; . 8 


ments of Reaſon, _ N 
And the ApOSTLEsS did ſo very frequently. 
St, Paul diſproves 1delatry this way, Acts 17. 29. For- 
aſmuch then as we are the Off-ſpring of God, we ought not 
ro think, that the Godhead & like unto Gold, er Silver, or 
Stone graven by Art. And the ſame 4 le 


follow 5 
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As for Arguments from Scripture againſt the zſe of 
reaſon, Tis alledged (1.) From i Coy, 1. where tis ſaid, 
That God will deffroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, ver.19,. And 
the world by wiſdom knew not God, ver. 21. And not 
m—_— wen after the flcſh are called, ver. 26. And 

choſe the fooliſh — of this World to confound the 
wiſe, ver. 27. By which Expreſſions, of wiſdom, and 
wiſe tis preſumed that Hamaxe Reaſon, and rational men, 
are meant. But theſe Interpreters miſtake the matter 
much, and as they are wont to do, put 47bitrary interpre- 
tation: npon Scriprare, without ground. For by Wiſ- 
dow here; there is no cauſe to underſtand the resſon of 
men; bur rather the Traainons of the Fews ; the Philo- 
ſephby of the diſputing Greeks z, and the worldly Policy of the 
Romans, who were the "Ag;wns 77 dd,, The Rulers of 
thet urid. That the Jewiſh learning in their Law is. 
meant, the Apoſtle intimates, when he asks in a way of 
Challenge, ver. 20. Where i 'the Scribe ? And the 
word reh fignifiesone that was sk ill d in their Zaws, 
and c And that the Philoſophy of the Greeks is to 
| 15 Is CA | the 
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I The Friendly: Agreement © 
the other queſtion in the ſame verſe ; 'Where the Diſpu- 
ter of this World ?+ Which, though ſome refer, to the 
Doctors among the Fews alſo, yet, I bumbly think, it 
may more properly be underſteod ef the Philoſophers 
among the Grecians, For the Apoſtle writes to Greets, 
and their Philoſophy was notoriouſly contentiow, And 
lafily, that the worldly Policies of the Romans are included 
alſo, in this wiſdom of this World, which the Apoſtle vi- 
lifies, there | is cauſe. to think from the ſixth werſe of the 
ſecond Chapter, where he ſaith, He ſpake wot in tbe wiſ- 
dom of the Princes of this World; And tis well known. 
that Policy was Their moſt valued wiſdom; Tu regere 
imperio Jo govern the Nations, and promote the 
grandeur of their Empire, was the great Deſign, and 
Study of thoſe Princes of this World, Now all tbeſe the 
Apoſtle ſets at nought, in the. beginning of this Epiſtle , 
Becauſe they were very oppoſite to the ſimplicity, and 
" holineſs, ſelf denial, and meekneſs. of the Geſpel. But 
what is % to the diſadvantage of Reaſon, to which in- 
deed thoſe ſorts of iſdem are as contſ ary, as they are to 
* Religion ? And by this I am enabled, 
(.) To meet another Objectien urged from 1 Cor. 
2, 14. But the Natural man receiverh not the things of the 
Spirit f Goa, for they: arg fooliſhneſs unte him ;,\ neither 
can he kyow them, becauſe they ate ſpiritnally diſcerned. 
Hence the Enthuſiaſt argues the Hniverſal inability of 
Reaſon in things of Religion; and Its Antiparby to them. 
Whereas I can apprehend ue mare to be meant by the 
words, than th, vir. That ſuch kind. of at men as 
. thoſe Seribes, and Piſputers, and Politicians, having their 
minds depraved,. and prepoſſeſs'dwith their amn wiſdom , 
were indiſpoſed to receive tha, that was ſo commery unto 


i Apdchey.couldoot know thoſe things of Gee) beende 
„ & 3 | ö they 


between Meg 
they were ſpiritual; and ſo would require a ind that was 
of a pre, and ſpiritual frame, vis. free from that earrh- 
ly wiſdom of all ſorts, which counts thoſe things fooliſh- 
weſ and which by God, is counted ſo it ſelf. 1 Cor.3.19, 
which place af Yo Wan: 5 50 hon 
(3.) Is uſed as another Scripture againſt reaſon, The 
wiſdom of this World 6 fooliſhne|s with God: hut it can 
ſignifie nothing to that purpoſe, to one, that underſtands, 
and conſiders the Apoſtles meaning. What is meant by 
the wiſdom of this World here, L have declared already ; 


- 


And by the former part of my Diſcourſe it appears, that 


whatever is to be underſtood by it, our Reaſon cannot; 
fince that either pꝛobeg, or Defends all the Articles of 
Religion. r "© ; C 

C4.) And when the ſame Apoſle elſewhere, vis. 
2 Coy. 1. 12. faith, that They had not their converfation 
in fleſbly wiſdom , we cannot think he meant humane rea- 


en by that 3, reaſon directs us to live in ſimplicity, and 


Godly: fixcerity, which he oppoſeth to a. life in feſhly 


wiſdom, By tbi therefore, no doubt, be means the rea- 


fon of our Apperites, and Paſſions, which is but ſenſe and 
imagination ( for theſe blind guides are the directors of the 


Wicked}. but not the reaſon of our minds, which is one 
of thoſe! lights that i laminate the Conſciences of good 
men, and help to guide their actions. And whereas tis 


( 5.) From Col. 2. 8. Beware left any ſpoil you through. 
Fhiloſophy. . 1 anſwer, there is nothing can be made of 
that neither, for the diſgrace, of reaſon ;; for the Philo ſo- 


pi the Apoſtle cautions againſt, is the ſame which he 
warns Timethy\of, 1 Tim. 1. 4. Neither. give beed to Fa- 
Let and endleſs Genealogies 1b miniſter ref lin; 


e, prophape,. and v. ws i an | 
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of Science faq , JW | 

learned In py ters underſtand the precended . 
of which the Gnoßtict: boaſted, which conſiſted in the 
fabalow pedigrees of the Gods under the name of Ane; 


bond, and the «iſp 
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and ir may be the Genealogies of which the Fews were ſo 
ine r by among the Greeks, 
which was properly, Science 277 ſo called, and did mi- 
niſter Queſtions, and exdleſs f. Iſay tis very proba- 
ble tbeſe might be comprebended alſo; Bur Reaſop is no 
otherwiſe concerned in all t, bur as condenontng, and 
reproving theſe dangerous follies. 71 
THUS we fee the pretenſions from Scripture 
againſt Reaſon arc vain, But there are Sther Con- 
derationg by which it u eth to be impugned, as, 


(1. ) OUR % is coprupted, and therefore & 


* 


not fit to medule in ſpiritual matters. 
To this Iſay, That Reaſon, as it is taken for the fa- 
cult of underſtaading, is very much weakened, and in- 


| Paired; It ſees but linie, and that very dully, through « 


glaſs darkly, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor,13, And le is ve- 
ry liable to be miſtead by our ſenſes, and affetHons, and 
interefts, and imaginations ; {0 that we many times min- 
gle errors, and falſe eohceits with the 'genuipe dictates of 
our winds, and appel to them, as the Principles of 
Truth, and Reaſon, when they are but the van Images 
of our Fhaueciet, or the falſe" conclaſions of ignerance, 
- and-miftake; © If ;birbe meant by the corruption of Reaſon, 
1 3 and all chat can be inferred from it will be; 
That we ought not 10 be top bold, and Mr ot der ot 
 ſptoulative,- and difficult matters; eſpecla ly nor thoſe, thai 
relate u Religion, nar "ſet our Reaſonings againſt the 
- DiliHiues of Faith; ani Rtvilatlow,” But this is nothing 
| . to 


Principles of truth which are written upen our Souls; or 
| Aga are ee from e a hel are 


by reaſon of their gelbe and 1 40 to error, may 


take follbood; for. ſome of «hoſe 5. or ipfer faiſly from thoſe 


that are #r#ly ſach; ſo we know, they do the ſame by the 

Scriptures themſelves, vic. they very often miſiuterprer, 
and very often draw perverſe concluſions from them; 
And yet we ſay not, That the Ward af God is corrw- 
pred, nor is the aſe. of  Scriptere-'decried- becauſe of 


role abuſes, Bur here advantage, willb caken to object + 


again, 


( 2.) Tha ſiuce our natural anderſiandin 
and ſo lieble 20 wiſighe, #bey ought not 10 
affairs of Religion ? and twill Hufe lle to vs * there 
are certain Principles of eternal Reaſon if we ney perceive 
them not, or cannot wſe them. 

To thy]: 
nounce the s 
will be oelef 
meaning of the word: 
How can we compare one Scripture with another? How 
35 e ed nr om we How apply Gene- 


"gs are ſo v5 hg 


e of our #«ter«l. underſtandings, Scripture 


_ 


5 and; Aung .- 20: 


to the dilreputenion of Reaſon i in the object, vi. Thoſe 


uſed in ibe 


iſwer, That if on this account we muſt re- 


to us iſo; For how can we know the 
cxproſs Gods wind unto us? 


cular caſes ? How tell 


— 


—_— 
- 


— 


i can bs done, and 8 them Scriptur 
ſie either working at all; or very little, to us. 
can Religion get this way? This J»feronce therefore is 


6 will ſigni⸗ 
And Sher 


abſurd, and impious. All that can juſtly be concluded 
from the weakneſs of our under ſtandingt will be what 1 
intimated before, that we ought to uſe yh with wodeſly, | 
and caution ; not that we ſhould rentunce them. He is 
a mad. man, who, Verne his ayes are de, will therefore 
per them nr | 

Zut it may be objeBted farther, 


(. ) That which min cal Reaſon i infurth- Sides; 
and bat is reaſonable to one, which it very irrational to 
another; Therefore Reoſow is net te be heard. And, Ifay, 
Interpretations of hey are infinitely various, and ove 
calls that Scri nral , Which another calls heretical s Shall 
we conclude t fore, That Scripture is wot to he heard? 
Re«ſon in ir ſelf, is che ſame all the world over, though 
mens apprebenſtons of it are various, as the ght of t 
gar is one, though colours, Ite reflexes, are infinite. And 
where his is, it ought not to be denied, . ellies, 
and falſhoods pretend relation to it; orcall ca ves oy 
— thar name. 11 ſo; farewell nee too. | 

45 N l 

f Ys Soctulaniſm ” plead fer neſs on us: he 
g of As and Religion. 

And 1 anſwer, 'Tis groſs Phanaticiſm to plead ainſt 
ic. This name is properly applicable to the cene= of Rea- 
ſen; Bur the other! of Sociuiaviſe is groundleſty applied 
— ke for ir; and it abſurdly ſuppoſeth 
mw Soctnians are tha only. rational. men; when/as divers 
of their Dotrines;/ſuch as, The Sep; and w al mor- 
pes de fe and urter exctindtion, and * 


between Reaſon and Religion, 23 

of: the wicked after the day of judgment, are very obnoxi- 
ow to Philoſophy, and Reaſon, And the Socinians can ne- 
ver be confqted in their other: opinions without uſing Rea- 
ſox to maintain the ſenſe, and interpretation of thoſe Scri- 
pinres that are alledged againſt them. Tis an eaſie, thing 
we know, to give an agi name to any thing we diſlike 3 
and by this way the moſt excellent, and ſacred things have 
been made conremprible, and wile, I wiſh ſuch haſty 
Cenſurers would conſider before they call names; No 
truth is the worſe, becauſe raſh ignorance hath thrown dirs 
wpon it. I need ſay no more to theſe frivolows objections. 
Thoſe that alledge Aibeiſm, and rendency to 1nfidelity 
againſt the reverence, and uſe of Reaſon are diſproved by 
my whole diſcourſe : Which ſhews that the enemies of 

Reaſon moſt uſually ſerve the ends of the 1»fidel, and the 
Atheiſt; when as a due »ſe of It , deſtroys the pretenſi- 
ons of both, - 


FT COME now(1V. ) to the Inferences' that may be 
raiſed from the whole. 


1. Reafon is certain, and infallible ; This follows 
from the ſtare I gave of the nature, and notion of Reaſon 
in the beginning. It conſiſts in Firſt Principles, and the, 
Conclyfions that are raiſed from them, and the «bſervations 
of ſenſe. Now firſt Principles are certain, or nothing 


24 T The Friendly Agreement 
from the obſervations of ſenſe, if the { uſe be riebthy cir- 
camſtantiated, and the inference rightly made, are cer- 
an alſo. For if our ſenſes in all their due _cdrcomſtances 
Alecelve us, Al is a delaſon, and we are ſore of nothing: 
But we know that firſt Principles are certain, and that our 
| * ſenſes do nor deceive ys, becauſe God, that beſtowed them 
upon us, is true, and ged., And we are as much aſſured 
that whatever we duly conclude from either of them, 
is a certain, becauſe whatever isdrawy from any princi- 
ple, was vertualiy contained in it. 


( 2.) linfer, That Reaſon ig,i» « ſenſe, the a3802d 
of God, vis. that, which he hath written upon our 
minds, and hearts; as Scriptare is that, which is written 
in a Book, The former is the Ward, whereby he bath ſpo- 

ken to all Marking; the Jatter is that, whereby he hath 
declared his will to the Church, and his peculiar people, 
Reaſon is that Candle 7 1 desde Choe * 
ſpeaks, Prev. 20. 27. That light, hereb Aub en- 
Hebes every one that vols into the world, John 1:9. 
And, that Law whereby the Conſclences of the Heathen ei- 
tber accuſe, or excuſe one another, Rom.2.15. 80 that 
Hierocles (poke well, when he ſaid, Ts 398 % noon 4 
O48 mu” ; To be perſmaded by God and right reaſon i⸗ 
"one and the ſame thing. And Luther called #hileſophy, 
within its own bounds, . The truib of G . '- 


( 3.) The belief of our-reaſong is au exerciſe of 
Faith; and Faith is an art of Regſon 4 The former 
part is clear, from the {oft particular, and we believe our 
Reaſoys becauſe we. have them trom God, who canner 
miſtake, and will nei deceive. So that relying on them, 
in things clearly perceived, is ira in Gods weragity, end | 
— = % [I 


| | * 


* * 4 ASS 9 25 
, ECT 6 WWW A a — c ((( K 
1 IT Sr ike + bs + Jon * . Eat N WO N Yo a 1 * „ E n I eo VS; SS I 
* ö N 14 : R 3 5 N 
- 


Fe SY Fes 2 A 7 n } 1 
* N 
0 * . 
* ? ? » 2 2 * - 
p N 
4 * F * $ 
3 * 


gms and Fa is an Away of 'Faith. Fins Lake x2. 

The not belief of Reaſon, that ſuggeſts from Gods cloa- 
thing the Lillies, that He will provide for ws, is made by 
our Saviour, a defe of Faith, ver, 28. 0 ye of little 
Faith ! ri — other part, chat Faith is an hs of Rea- 
ſon, that is evident allo; For, Tu the vw reaſon t 
believe in God revealing, 1 


Alp r: of Reaſon contradicts any 

9 of Bo This follows upon the whole. Fairh 
befriends Reeſon; and Reaſon ſerve⸗ Religion, and there- 
fore They canner claſh, They are both certain, both the 
trarhs of God; and one truth doth not interfere with an- 
other, Tg dus mire owe) atx, ſaith Ariſtotle, Truth 
agrees ** al things that are. Whatſoever contradicts 
Faith, is oppoſite to Reaſon; for tis a fundamental Prin- 


ciple of that, That God i 10 be believed, Indeed ſome- 
times there is a ſeeming contradiction between them; 
But then, either ſomething is taken for F4ith, that is but 
Phancy; ot ſomethi — Art Reaſon, that is bur Sophifry ; 


or the ſoppoſed conty 


( 5.) ben any thing is pꝛetended from Kea- 
fon, axainſt any Artitle of Faith, we ought not 
to cut the knot, by denying reaſon ; but indeavour 
to unty it by anſwering the Argument, and 'tis 
certain it map be fairly anſwered. For all Hereticks 
argue either from falſe Principles, or fallaciouſiy conclude 

trus ones: So that our Faith is to be 44 nded not 
by dec laiming againſt Reaſon in _ a caſe ( which 
ſtrengthens the enemy, and, to the great prejudice of Re- 
hd reno on His lide ) 5 we muſt ro 


ion is an error, and miſtake. 
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26 I be Friendly Agreement 
Priaciples he uſech in the name of Reaſon; or the ii con · 


[-quence, which he calls, pr of, 


* (6. ) Udhen any thing is offered us foz an Article. 
of Faith that ſeems to contradict Keaſon, we 
ought to tee that there be good cauſe to believe that 
this is divinely revealed, and in the. ſenſe p20- 
© pounded. If it be, we may be aſſured from the former 
Apboriſms, that the contradiction is but an appearance; 
and is may be diſcoveredto be ſo. But if the centradicti- 
en be real, This can be no Article of Revelation, or the 
Revelation hath not this ſenſe. For God cannot be the 
Author of Centradictions; and we have ſeen that Reaſon, 
as well as Faith, is bis. I mean, the Principles of Natural 
Truth, as well as theſe of Revelation. To vile myy - 
care 73 dhRs, ſaith Ariſtalle, Trath u, threnghout contrary 
fo falſhooed;, and what is true in Divinity, cannot be falſe 
in Raſen. * Tisfaid indeed in the Talmad, If two Rabbins 
differ in Contradicteries, yet both have their Opinions from 
Moſes, and from Gd. But we are not obliged to ſuch a 
non. ſenſical kind of Faiih; And ought not to receive any 
thing as an Article in a ſenſe, that palpably contrad cs 
Reaſon, no more than we may receive any in à ſenſe that 
contradicts other Scriptures, Faith, and Reaſon accord as 
well as the old Teſtament, andthe New ; and the Analogy 
of . R:afen is to be heeded alſo, becauſe eyen that is Divine 
and Sacred. : | | „ gg „ 


(7.) There is uoth ing that God hath revealed, 

to oblige our Faith, but he hath given us reaſon to 

believe tyat hehath revealed it. For though the thing 

be never ſo clearij told ine, If 1 have not reſo to think, 

that God is the Ac vealer of what is ſodeclared, I 9 
| ND 
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between Reaſon” and Relferion? 27 
Hund to believe, except there be evidence in the thing it 
ſelf, For tis not faith, but vain ereduliij to believe every 
thing that pretend to be from God, So that we ought to xk 
our ſelves a Reaſon, why we believe the Scripture to be 
the Revelation of Gods will, and cught not to aſſent to 
any ſenſe put upon it, till we haye ground to think, that 
that fene is his mind? I ſay, we muſt have gon, either 
from our particular Reaſons; or the Authority of the 
chereb, other wiſe our Faith is vain credulity, and not fuith 
in God. 1 2 


 ($8.) A man map hold an erroneoug opinion ſrom 
a miſtaken ſenſe of Seripture, and deny what is 
the truth ot the pzopolition, and what is the right 
of the Tert ; and yet not err in Faith. 
For Faith” is belief of Ged revealing : And if Ge have 
not ſo revealed ths, or that, as to give us certain ground 
to believe this to be bi ſenſe, he hath not ſufficiently re- 
vealed it to oblige our Faith, So that, though | deny fuch, 
or ſach a ſenſe, while 1 believe, it is not from G; his 
veracity, and Authority is not concerned, ſince Iam rea- 
dy however to give a cheful aſſent to whatever is clearly, 
and ſufficiently revealed. This Fropeſition follows from 
the former, and muſt be underſtood only-of thoſe Do- 
Arines that are difficult, and 8bſcarely-delivered : And that 
many things are ſo delivered in Scripture, is certain; For 
ſome are only binted, and ſpoken occaſionally; ſome figu- 
retively, and by way of Parable, and Allegorj; ſome-ac- 
cording to mens conceprions; and ſome in ambiguew, 
and eEnigmatical Phraſes , which ebſcaritics may occaſi- 
on miſtake in thoſe, who are very ready to believe what 
ever God ſaith z and when they do,. I ſhould be loath to 
ſay that ſuch err in Falib; Though eboſe that wreſt plain 
| <3 Texts 
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m une Friendly Agreement © | 

Texts to a compliance with theirintereſts, and their Laſts, 
ks. wo Fedlieus may bring their judgwents to vate 
with them yertheirs is error in Faith with a witneſs z and 
capable of no benefit from this Fropeſition. 


(.) In ſearching after the ſenſe of Scripture 
we do other Scriptures. For we have ſnewn, That 
Reaſen is another part of Gods Word, And though the 
Scripture be ſufficient to Its end, yet reaſon muſt be pre- 
ſuppoſed unto It; for without th, Scripture cannot be 
wſed, nor compared, nor applied, nor under ſtood. 


(x0. ) Che ellentials of Religion are fo plain! 
rebealed, that no man can mild them, that 

got a mighty coꝛrupt bias in his will and affections 
to infatuate and blind his underſtanding. 75o/e 
Eſſentials are contained in the Detalogue and the 
Creed: Many ſpeculative remoter Doctrines may be true, 
but not Fandamental. For tis not agreeable to the good- 
; meſs, or juſtice of God, that mens eternal intereſts ſhould 
depend upon things that are dificu/t to be underſtood, and 
447 miſtaken. If they did; No man could be ſecure, 
but that, do what he could, he ſhould perifh euerlaftingiy 
for not believing ; or believing — 


| iſs ſome of thoſe di- 
cult point, that are ſuppoſed weceſſary to ſalvation and 


all thoſe that are ignorant, and of weak underſtanding muſt 
periſt without help, or they muſt be ſaved by implicit 
Pailth in unknown Fundamentals, 


- THESE are ſome Prepeſilens that follow from m 

Aiſcsurſe, and from one another. The better they are — 
ered, the more theiz force will be perciued; and l _ 

A 4 | 1. they 


2 a * . — n f 4 9 2 2 4 * 02 A * 2 
e , : , 1 8 A A. 85 Wee TN I v bas. n 2 e q LS : N > 47 a >." ai A * bo $2; 3 5 
8 EPC FFC ĩ˙—duü OTOL 9 20 T Ot SE EEE a da * a „ W N 9 VIS 
2 2 ; 0 * : * . Y 15 G r : 1 : wh 3 Pe. : by - — J nis 
* 8 : Ca I? Ge ep 3 n : 
4 * 
a x 
— 
A ; 
a = * hs, \ * * 
1 vv 
. | 8 F 
5 ; x; 
1 
| . . Ls 
* 


ey may ſerve for many very conſidetable p 
Abe Charity, and the peace of mankind, 


the Tounger ſort, for I ſhall not preſume to teach my 
Elders, ) You have heard, no doubt, frequent, and ear- 
neſt declamations againſt Reaſon, during the years of your 


Educations and Youth, we know, receives impreſſions. 
eafily And 1 ſhall not wonder it you have been poſſeſſed 


with very hard thoughts of this pretended terrible enemy 
of Faith, and Religion: But did you ever conſider deeply 
ſince, what ends of Religion, or Sobriety, ſuch vihewent 
defamations of our faculties could ſerve > And what Ends 
of a Pariy they did? I hope theſe things you have pox- 
dered, as 8 

But yet, I ſhall 


leave to refreſh your thoughts, wich 


ſome Conſi ons of the dangeroug tendencies: 


and iſſues of ſuch Preachments. 


(1.) To diſclaim Reaſon, 45 an Enemy 10 Religion, . 


tends to the-intreduttion of 4theiſm, Infidelity, and Scep- 


ticiſm ; and bath already brought in a fleud of theſe upon 


. For what advantage can the Aibeiſt, and Infidel ex- 
peRt greater, than this, That Reaſon is againſt Religion ? 
What do they pretend? What can they propoſe more ? 
If fo, there will be u proving, That there is 4 C; or 
That the Scripture is his Werd ; and then we believe gra- 
i#; and dur Futb hangs upon humour, and imagination; 
and th at w that depends upon a warm Phancy, an 
greunded belief, ſtands but, till 4 diſeaſe, or a new 
Conceit alter the Scene of inmagineticn.; and then down 


talls the Coft/e whoſe found aalen was in the Air. Dogs 
he: 


— 


ORR, — 
on. 2 
urpoſes of e- 


N D now give me leave to ſpeak a word to Tos, my | | 
A Brethren of the CLERGY, ( Thoſe, I mean of © 


bj, and diſcern the conſequent wiſchiefs > 


* 


= 
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Oo + | "The Friend) Agreement" 
the charge of Fulian the Apoſtate againſt the Primitive 
Chriſtians 3 , wv N ee The varices N api; That 
their only wiſdom was io believe; as if they had no 
ground for their Faith. And thoſe that renounce, and 


4 
" 


8 


decry Rtaſen, *juſtifie Fulien in his charge. Thus Reli- 


gion will have no- bottom, but the Phancy of. every one 
that profeſſeth it; and how wariow, and inconflant a 
thing Imagination is, every man knows, Theſe are the 
Conſequences of the defamations-of Reaſon, on the pre- 
tended account of Religion; and we have ſeen, in mul- 
titudes of deplorable Inſtances, That they follow in pra- 
tice, as well as reaſoning. Men of corrupt inclinations, 
ſuſpe& that there. is No Reaſon for our Faith, and Re- 
ligion, and ſo are upon the borders of quitting it; And 
the Enthuſiaft., that pretends to know Religion beſt, tells 
them, that theſe Suſpicions are very true; and thence 
the Debanchee gladly makes the deſperate Concluſion. 
And when others:alſo hear Reaſon diſparaged as unt er- 
rain, various, and fallaclows, they deny all credit to 
their Faculties, and become confounded Scepticts, that 
ſettle in nothing. This Itake to have been one of the 
greateſt, and moſt deadly occaſion of the Aibeiſm of our 
days; and he that hath rejected Recon, may be one when 
be pleaſeih, and cannot reprehend, or reduce any one, that 
is ſo already, „ 15.645 Pia kt 


2 2.) The Denial of Reaſon in Religion bath been 1he 
principal Engine,” that Hereticks, and Enthufiaſts have 
uſed again the Faith y, and that which lays w open 10 
infinite follies, and impoſtures, Thus the Arriaws quar- 
relled with 4ua»ofs, becauſe it was deduced by conſequence, 
but not expreſſedin Scripture, The Apollinariſs, would 
by no means allow of Reaſon 3 And St. Auſtin ſaith 2 


lere. eee, Laeitichus 2 
cbt Guam refellendum cenſoerunt. 


ws defend their Errort, by den 

mee of Rea 7 * the Macedonian, would not 2 

the Deity' © the Haly Ghoſt proved by Conſequence. 

The . Emtbaſiafts in Germany, and other places, ſer 

up loud, and vehement dut cries againſt Reg en; and the 

Tanalict- 'athong us, (that gr in nothing 555 ſe 9 do yet 
ſmectly accord in oppoſing "this C 205 by arid this 

indeed is their common Intereſt, The in ares of 

mens Fhencies muſt not be ſees in tos wach light; and 

we cannot Sed, With one” cher open. Raſen would 

diſcover ate aten, of gat Whimſict, and the 
vanity of myſterious non-ſenſe; This would diſparage 

the darlim s of the 157 and cool the pleaſant heats 

of. Knitted age | crefore Reefon muſt be 

w 7 maduiſt; or Phancy 

Notior 2 , and Hſpirarios. 

| got the trick, to call every thing that 

fernt, and Reafonible, Vain philoſopby ; and 

g mit was" Sober, "Carnal Reaſoning, Religi- 

far nove Reaſon,” that ar leageh it is put 

15 cud rh ty, und Senſe; and then tas fr to be 

when twas impoſſible to be proved, or under- 

ſtood.” * way to be 4 Chriftian is f, to be a Brute; 

and to be ae Biliever, in b Divinity, is to be fit 
| 1 eam. Men have been taught to pu dur their 

Fra chat they might Jee ; and to hrodmir themſelves, 
chat they u ie" e Treviphces. _ Thus 155 x 
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Amed WES Reale; and dt neat 

' ronins,' preſented. the World, N Aer bed t 
throw Hereticte, ( meaning thoſe © "the: Free 
Paith ) which promiſed more than rag 3 And that 


was, to deny, and renounce all Princi * : in 
affairs of Faith abſolutely, and reundl. 
vouchſaſe an 4# 00 to LY, ä 
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on and Religion. 57 


ure eee of all vedſowing, ate cavgerogh' 160 
the  Carholick Faith 4) and therefore not to be heeded, 
This mah ſpeaks t, und affirms directly, and boldly, 
xvhaz:iche och enemies of Reaſon twply 4 but will not 
n. This;iv a denb⁰ν v deſtroy frerenict ! in earneſt 3 
but the miſchief · is, all Chriſtians, and af other Religi- 
ons, and 4 other reaſonings are cut off by the ſame 
Sword. This Beet, and b of Feronius was kindly 
— y the ? iledgo by the King of Spain, 
* biſhops, Biſhops, Find all rhe 
„ as my bout fer i ee, e of Soals 
and Yak zer dene Dofors gave it their approbation, and 
recommended it as the 2 y to cbnfute Hereticks. 
Did bc ſe know whar they recommended? And did they, 
gy we, bo nies wg the Rowes Church? If 
omote their 3 ns 


wi e we 18 k againſt the Do- 

ranſabſtentiation, or any other Points of the 
— dy Would it not be a eſs, and irre- 
proveble-for-us-to give up our underſtandings implieit. 
47 to the Dictates, and; Declarations of that Charch ? 
May we not follow blindly whatever the 7nfalible 
Mun at Rome, and: his Councils, ſay ? And would it not 
de vain ſe emal, to uſe Arguments againſt their 
Decrees,' though they are never ſo worceſonable> Or to 
alledg N from Scriprore' agiinſt any of their 
cles, h "ever bed — to the * meh ? 
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Atters net, if 
We us way, we 
fealy Tink, | ah -grofly contradict our ſelves in 
m 2 ifputes- agaiuit ibe auI 2 — we 
are very 71 LR * in bulb. 0 dealing $ while! we uſe 
| Reaſon againſt them, and «oo 11, wheh tis urged 
againſt our ſelves by anerher ſott of Adverſaries: 
which implies, that when we Joys 8 * 1 vt 10 be 
heard, we wean, Tis net to be bead againſt ; But 
It moſs, 47 4inft the Church of Rome 3\or any uber we 
can eppugn by It. Thus, I; ſay, our demying Reaſon 
in Religion is either very, rſeme, and partial; or, 


tis a ditect pirlding; Pp. our. ſelves to dur ene and 
deing that onr (elves, which. is the only ting They! de- 
fire, to unda _ Ln eee nn ey * 


our Rnines, SSC? n 5 ; 2 


2 A 30 1 
1 155 BRrethen,: 1 berge ſome 
the miſcbiefs., char ariſe from: the: :diſpategement. 
Reaſon and they are great ones, and big of n 
others, and ſach, as are ds Frattive. to all\ hy eee 
and all. the Julere 8. of, ne 

And. I hope I need. dee d. not 4 

to the promoting, and conti 

gere 4 conceit. The aſſertion of wer is 1 „- 
naticiſm.; and. A. thai we broad 12 . cont it. Here 
the, ene mes 0 5 .OU ke -£ 

upom th. They in 

bs Pulpirs, ani * 

Tui was. the Engine to overthrow: ry; ber Pri 

_ and nt En with. == — 8 Were 

* Inated, and Credit Was recot idbersſh,' 


bet vern: Meuron and Religion. 35 
of -ConwPmitles to this day; the root of their matter, 
and the burden of their Preachments. | Let Keaſon be 
heard, and tye them to ſeaſe, and moſt of their Hol- 

deri forih have no: more to lay. Their ſpiritnality, for 
which they are admired, is beſides Reaſon, and ag 4inſt 
I, rather than above it; And while ii Principle of 
the enmity between Reaſon, and Religion ſtands, the 
people will think Them the more Spiritual Preachers, 
becauſe they are the leſs | reaſonable: And while they 

abuſed by ſuch a belief, twill be impoſſible for 


te things, I. doubt not but Jou diſcern, and know; 
fore-L add na more, for. I am ſenſible to whom 


But, ;thers, ate another ſort, and thoſe Confermiſte 
00, WHO are mdf Diuiret by che Neter they former- 
In took from thoſe Canters againſt Reaſon; To ſuch, 
I ſhould net tell what to ſay, They will whine Op, 


and vent their argen; to per ſwade them: to ſpeak 


aſe; . to; defire them to; held their proce x 
Which of all things they hare. moſt. | But I hope there 

are none of :Thoſe; here; and I could wiſh the Go- 

vernment would take ſpecial care of tbem, where they 

are; For they ate the moſt dangerous enemies the 

Church of England hath; They keep alive the Frinci- 

ples of Phancy, and Factlon, which otherwiſe would go 
out of themſelves. But let them paſs, and conclude with 
a ſhort Advice to the People. 5 


1 HAVE inthe foregoing Diſcomſe hewo, withal 
„„ 


better ſenſe, is 20; 


that fry won the opinion 
Thave ſaid be not clear to your 
not helpit: Al Sed are not 
Capacitiles, I have all * N 2 
find peaking, nd have (as much asl could) avoided 
mixture © 2 cit ry Terms of Hogs np 
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